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Deliver me not over into the Mill of mine Auer; We 
there are falſe Witneſſes riſen up againſt me, and ſuch as 


ſpeak wrong. Pſal. xxvii. ver. 14. ; 
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INTRODUCTION. 
H E Diſadvantages I labour under by being 
| unable to make that Appearance my Birth 
and Pretenſions intitle me to, lays me umder 
the Neceſſity of publithing an impartial State of my 
Caſe, in os to undeceive the Public, who have 
been prejudiced againft me, by the malicious Re- 
ports, baſe Inſinuations and induſtrious Machina» 
tions of an Enemy, who fights me with my own 
Weapon, and poſſeſſed of what of Right belongs 
to me and Family, can cut a Figure and mingle 
amongſt the Great, whence Oppreſſion, Poyerty, 
and Wrongs exclude me, | 


"Tis a ſevere Stab to that filial Duty and Affection 

] have ever retained in my Breaft, to be obliged to 
expoſe to Light, the Errors of a Father, that I 
tenderly loved, and have even run the riſque of my 
Life, to rouſe from that Lethargy of Vice he ſunk 
into, by the evil Counſel of thoſe wicked People 
under whoſe Influence he fell after his Separation 
from my Mother, and who Leech-like ſucked away 
his Senſe and Caſh, and undermined his Honour. 
That Attempt, pious and warrantable as it was, in a 
dutiful Child, has been baſcly miſrepreſented, and 
ſuch villainous Falthoods propazated in regard thereto, 
that I find it incumbent on me to give a full Detail 
of the whole Aﬀair, in Vindication of that Honour, 
that 1s dearer to me than Life. In a Book of Poems, 
which my Neceſſities obliged me to publiſh, by Sub- 
{cription, ſome few Years ago, I gave a poetical 
Account of this T'ranſaction, which now, in fimple 
Proſe, I ſhall fubmit to the InſpeRion of the judicious 
and impartial, | 
A2 e In 
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In November 1760, I was informed my Father, 
Richard the laſt Earl of Angleſey, lay dangerouſly ill ; 
Nature wrought ſo powertully in my Breaſt, as to de- 
termine my endeavouring to ſee that dear deluded 
Father, in hopes the Sight of a Child, he once 
dearly loved, might be a Means of recalling him to 
a Senſe of his Duty, and a Deſire of Reconciliation 
with his Family. It was certainly very great Rathneſs 
in me, to venture myſelf in the Hands of Enemies, 
with whom he was ſurrounded, whoſe inveterate 
Hatred I had before experienced, and particularly 
at a Time, when my Spirits and Strength were greatly 
impaired by Child-birth, having lain-in about ſeven 
Weeks before of my ſixth Child. With great Diffi- 
culty I prevailed on my Mother and my Huſband, 
to conſent to my taking this hazardous Step ; but 
this Point gained, after recommending myſelf to the 
Protection of Almighty God, I ſet out for the Fa- 
mily Seat, at Camolin-Park in the County of Wex- 
ford, attended only by an old Man, and a Foot-Boy 
of thirteen Years of Age, who rode before me. I 
lay that Night at a Town within two Miles of my 
Father's, .and well convinced that, if known, I ſhould 
have no Chance of ſeeing him, I ordered Matters ſo, 
as to be there early the next Morning, when con- 
cealing my Face, and knowing the Situation of my 
Father's Bedchamber, I made my Way to it, with - 
out the leaſt Difficulty or Obſtruction, but alas! 
found a Female Companion with him, from whom 
I could hope for little Lenity.—She ſtarted when the 
ſaw me enter, and diſcover who I was, by throwing 
myſelf on my Knees at my poor Father's Bed-fide, 
and, with Tears, implore his Bleſſing, No one but 
ſuch as have the ſame Feelings I have, can conceive 
the tender Agony that ſeized my Soul, on ſecing the 
Change Time had wronght in the Author, under 
God, of my Being. - But who can deſcribe my Aſto- 
niihment and Grief, at hearing him utter the moſt 


thocking 
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ſhocking Imprecations againſt his Child a Child 
that loved him as her Life, and would hav: ſacrificed 
it to his Preſervation and Converſion.— How ſhall 
repeat it? He called for his Piſtols to ſhoot me 
Self preſervation, they fay, is the firſt Law of Na- 
ture—therefore, ſeeing Mrs. Doenavan make towards 
a Cloſet where I formerly knew Fire-Arms hung,— 
I ftarted to my Feet, and charged her, at her Peril, 
not to harm me, as the certainly would ſuffer for it, 
if the did, as many knew of my coming, and for 
what Purpoſe, which was no other than to obtain a 
Father's Eleſſing before he died. After a few more 
Altercations not worthy Repetition, the rang the Bell, 
when a number of ill-looking Wretches, who dif- 
honoured the Name of Servants, appeared; Mrs. 
Dcncovan ordered thoſe, her Ruffians, to ſeize and 
drag me out of the Room, vainly imagining that, 
if 1 could obtain a few Moments longer Stay in his 
Preſence, my Father's Heart would relent, as his An- 
ger ſeemed to ſubſide; on finding myſelf thus at- 
tacked, I drew a ſmall filver-mounted Piſtol from 
my Pocket, which I bluſh to ſay was, with its Fel- 
low, unloaded; and only meant to keep thoſe Ruf- 
flans, I expected to meet, at a Diftance. A Cry, 
equalling that they deſcribe the wild Indians to give, 
was ſet up at the Sight of this formidable Weapon. 
Preſenting the harmleſs Bugbear alone at my fe- 
rocious Atlailants, I bid them not lay Hands upon 
me, or expect the Conſequences. At firft they 
obeyed through Fear, but finding I did not fire, they 
preiſed in upon me; three Men all at once laid hold 
on it, and had Strength and Valour ſufficient to wreſt 
it out of the Hand of 2 weak Woman; but not with- 
out leaving that Hand in a gore of Blood. While 
thoſe attacked me in Front, others endeavoured to 
ſtrangle me behind my Back, by pulling my Cloak, 
and had effected their Intention, were I not under 
the Banner of an all-wiſe all- powerful Being! who 
ordered the Strings to break; I was again ſaved by 
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the fame Hand ! who intimidated the Heart of Mrs. 
Doncwan's Son from letting off a Piſtol, which he 
courageouſly held cocked at the back of my Head, 
and occaſioned his meeting with a ſevere Rebuke 
from an ignorant Pantry-Boy, whom he deſired to 
thoot me, the Boy telling him, you may do it your- 
felf, Ihave no Mind for the Gallows.” After this, they 
hurried me down the Stairs into the Hall, took my 


other Piſtol from me, but not before I unſcrewed 


the Earrel, and ſhewed them there was nothing in it. 
Then it was my humble Lot to be obliged to fit in 
the Kitchen, where I was an Eye-witneſs to ſuch 
Things as gave room for this Reflection, that where 
Vice preſided, Order, Regularity, and Plenty were 
baniſhed. My Servants were threatened with a Goal, 
together with their unfortunate Miſtreſs, they were 
inioned like Thieves, and by the Order of the young 
rd *, as they called Mrs. Donovan's Son, they in- 
humanly cut off the Ear of the innocent Horſe I 
rode, though the poor Brute could not poſſibly be 


deemed an Acceſſary in my Offence, had my Inten- 


tion even been Criminal. They then obliged me 
to walk two Miles in the deep Road, to the Village 
of Camolin, where they would have lodged me in the 
Watch-houſe; but a compaſſionate Ale-ſeller, who 
was alſo a Butcher, ſuffered us into his Houſe, though 
at his Peril; for an Exprefs was ſent before me to 
forbid any one, on pain of Diſpleaſure, to give me a 
morſel of Bread, though I ſhould offer ever ſo much 
for it. That Night 1 was forced to fit up with my 
own Servants, the loweft of my Father's, who were 
ſet as Spies over me, and a parcel of Contiables as 


Guards to prevent our Flight. Ihe next Day the 


Companions of my Woe, were ſent for to the Park- 
houſe to be examined; and about Four o'Clock in 
the Afternoon, I was alſo ſent for. Happy at the 
Thought of once more ſeeing my dear miſled Father, 


Who now ſtiles himſelf Earl of Angleſey, &c. Kc. 
though 
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though in ſuch ſhocking Circumftances, I readily 
obeyed the Summons : But oh ! Words are too faint 
to deſcribe the Sufferings I went through. They 
brought me, indeed, within Sight of the Houſe, but 
the Heavens were the only Roof I was ſuffered under; 
expoſed to the Inclemency of a cold froſty Night, 
expecting Death from behind every Tree, till at 
length Nature, unable to ſupport me longer, I ſunk 
under the Weight of Cruelty and Opprettion heaped 
upon me, and fell into violent convulſive Fits. I in 
that Situation remained till Eleven o'Clock at Night; 
a Delirtum ſeemed to have ſeized my Brain, and my 
dangerous Symptoms having frightened my Tor- 
mentors from a Continuance of their Perſecutions, I 
was carried to a Blackſmith's Houſe, whoſe Wife had 
the Humanity to take me in, and lay me in a Bed; 
to which charitable Act I owe my Late. 


The next Day, they again wanted to take me to 
Wexford Goal, with my tervants, but the Town of 
Ferns, ſenſible of my cruel uſage, roſe in my Defence. 
and reſcu'd me from the hand of Perſecution. This 
is the Truth, as I ſhall anſwer it to my God! of an 
Affair that has been ſo induftriouſly miſrepreſented, 
and ſo ſcandalouſſy reported to my Diſadvantage, as 
to render thoſe cool in my Intereſt, who pitied, and 
were inclined to relieve my Diſtreſs. Jo ſay, I at- 
tempted to commit the horrid Crime of Parricide;— 
threatened to ſhoot my Father! held a Piſtol to his 
venerable Head! Oh! Horror, horror! no! I would 
as readily have ſpilt my own Heart's Blood, as have 
hurted a Hair in his Head—three Affidavits are ſtill 
to the fore, relative to this Affair, - namely, my own, 
and thoſe of my two Servants who are till alive, and 
which verify the Truth of what I have here aſſerted. 
I can never be ſufficiently thankful for my miracu- 
£ lous Preſervation, when the Hand of Providence fo 
viſtbly protected and brought me through the immi- 
nent Dangers that, for two Nights and ncar three 
<< Days, 
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Days, ſurrounded me, notwithſtanding the dangerous 
Conſequences thereof to my Health, for my long 
faſting had ſuch an effect upon me, that for ſome 
time after, | fainted at the Sight and Smell of any 
kind of Nouriſhment, vomited Blood, and. got ſuch 
a ſevere Cold, as to ulcerate my Gums, occaſion 
the Loſs of a Tooth, and throw me into a violent 

leuritic Fever; and to this Day, am ſubject to a 
dreadful pain in my Left- ſide, which I expect; ſooner 
or later, will be my Death. But this ſuttering is not 
thought ſufficient by my implaceable uncharitable 
Enemies; who not only keep me out of my indubi- 
table Rights, but take every method poſſible, to un- 
dermine me in the Efteem of the World, to make 
thoſe who, haveand would ſerve me, withdraw their 
falutary Aſſiſtance; in order, I ſuppoſe, to verily 
their own generous Boaſts, viz. * We don't value 
ker, - ſhe can never be able to recover any Thing, as ſhe 
has not wherewith' to buy Bread for her and her Chil- 
dren. It is true, I am reduced to thoſe ſtraits, — 
and by whoſe means? Theirs, who robbed me of 
a Father, and with-hold ' what I have the juſteſt 
Claim to, and which would place me, far above 
Want or being a Burthen to my Friends. But till 
Heaven thinks fit to mollify my untoward Fate, I 
muſt ſubmit, and do the beſt I can, to ſtem the 
Tide of Adverſity into which I am innocently plun- 
ged; and flatter myſelf, my grievous Situation, 
immergent Wants, and that Charity ſo conſpicuous 
in theſe Nations, will entitle me to the Notice and 


Protection of the humane Public, to whom I ſubmit 


the following State of a Caſe, which I hope, will 
merit their Attention, and intreat their Pardon for 
ſo long ingroſſing it by ſo melancholy a ſubject 
as the foregoing, but which J fund abſolutely 
neceflary in vindication of my Character. 
King-Street, . 

Colden-Square. 
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OF 


ANN Counteſs of ANGLESEY, Ge. 


ley, the youngeſt Son of Richard Lord Altham, 

Dean of Exeter, who had been an Enſign in the 
Army, but was ſtruck off the Halfpay in the Year 
1715, and was then deſtitute of any Fortune or Sub- 
ſiſtence whatever, being at Dublin, and paſſing: for a 
Batchellor, made his Addreſſes to Miſs Ann Simpſon, 
the only Daughter of Mr. Yom Simpſon a wealthy and 
. reputable Citizen; ſhe at that Time being no more 
than fourteen or fifteen Years of Age, After many 
Solicitations, (her Mother and moſt careful Guardian 
having died ſome time before) he at length pre- 
vailed on her to be privately married to him, 
without the knowledge or conſent of her Father, who 
was highly diſpleaſed with her on that Account. 
But Arthur Lord Altham, Elder Brother of the ſaid 
Richard, having interpoſed his good Offices for a 
Reconciliation, they were again, at the requiſition 
of her Father, and of the ſaid Lord Altham, who in- 
ſiſted upon it, married in a public Manner, by the 
Reverend Henry Daniel, then Curate of St. Cathe- 
P B rine's, 


[ N the Year 1727, the Honourable Richard Auf 


i 110 | 

Tine's, by a Licence taken out of the Conſiſtorial 
Court of the Dioceſe of Dublin, who indorſed a 
Certificate of the Marriage on the back of the Li- 
cencc. Mr. Simpſon, her Father, thereupon was 
not only reconciled to them, and took his ſaid Daugh- 
ter and her Huſband into his Favour and Family, 
but gave the ſaid Richard a conſiderable Portion with 
her, and ſupported, them for ſome Years after their 
Marriage, ſuitable to their Rank; which was attended 
with an extraordinary Expence, on account of the 
ſaid Richard's having, by the death of his Elder 
Brother, which happened ſoon after his Marriage, 
aſſumed the Title of Lord Altham; and from the 
Time of the faid Marriage they lived publicly toge- 
ther as Man and Wife under the Denomination of 
Lord and Lady Altham, and as ſuch were univer- 
ſally deemed, reputed, and univerſally received and 

treated by all their Acquaintances. h 


In the Year 1729 Nicholas Simpſon, a Relation of 
her Father, filed his Bill in Chancery againſt the ſaid 
Richard, then Lord Altham, and Am Lady Altham his 
Wife, to be relieved againſt a promiſſory Note, per- 
fected by the faid Nicholas to them or one of them; 
to which Bill they put in a joint Anſwer taken upon 
Honour, by the Name and Stile of Richard Lord 
Altham and Am Baroneſs of Altham his Wife, where- 


25 in the ſaid Richard acknowledged his Marriage witl: 


the ſaid Am, which Bill and Anſwer are of Record 
in that Court. | 


On the Death of Mr. Simpſon, Father of the ſaid 
Am, which happened in the Year 1730, he by his 
Will charged his Eſtate with an Anmuity of 20/ a 
Year to his ſaid Daughter during her Life, for her 
ſole and ſeparate Uſe, independant of her Hutband, 
under the Stile and Title of the Right Honourable 
Am Baroneſs of Altham, and bequeathed a Legacy 


of 1001 to the ſaid Richard, under the Denomination 
Fes”. of 


2 . 


. 
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nher 
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of Richard Lord, Altham his Son-in-Law ; 101 to the 
faid Dorothea Anneſ/ley, their Daughter; which two laſt 


| Legacies, the ſaid Richard not only received, and 


applied to his own Uſe ; but ſoon after, in the Year 
1733, having Occaſion for Money, he prevailed up- 
on his faid Wife to ſell the ſaid Annuity of 20 l. a 
Year, to one William Mackenzie, and to join with 
him, for that Purpoſe, in a Deed, and in levying a 
Fine to the ſaid Mackenzie ; . which Deed and Fine 
were accordingly executed and acknowledged by 
him, and the ſaid Am his Wife, at the Bar of the 
Court of Comman. Pleas, by their then Stile and 
Title of Richard: Lord Baron of Altham, and Ann 
Lady Altham, his Wife, as appears by the ſaid Deed 
and Fine both remaining of Recor elt. 


In the Year 1737, Arthur Earl of Angleſey dying 
without Iſſue, the faid Richard became poſſeſſed of his 
Honours and Eftate, both in England and Ireland ; 
and thereupon, he and his faid Wife were introduced 


and received at the Lord Li-utenant's Court, as Earl 


and-Counteſs of Angleſey, and the faid Lady Dorotkea 
and her Siſters, as the Daughters of an Earl, and 
were univerſally acknowledged by his Grace the Duke 
of Devonſhire, then Lord Lieutenant, and his Duchels, 
and all the Nobility of the Kingdom, at Court as well 


as at all other Places, as ſuch, and took their Rank 


and Precedency accordingly. 


In the ſame Year 1737, ſoon after the Death of 
the · above mentioned Arthur late Earl of Angleſey, 
great Conteſts having ariſen between the ſaid Earl 
Richard and one Charles Anneſley, concerning their 
reſpective Rights of Succeſſion to the ſaid Earl Ar- 
thur's Eſtate, they came to an Agreement to divide 
the ſame; and thereupon indented Articles of Agree- 
ment, dated the 6th of June 1737, were entered 
into, and executed between them, whereby, among 
other Things, it was agreed, that if either of them 
RE __ thoul& 
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ſhould happen to die without Iſſue, the Survivor and 


his Heirs thould ſucceed to the deceaſed's Share of 
the Inheritance, and they were reciprocally impower- 
ed by ſaid Articles of Agreement, to charge their 
reſpective Shares with a Jointure to each of their. 
Wives, and with a certain Sum of Money. The 


ſaid Earl Richard particularly, was thereby im- 


powered to charge his Share with 23, ooo l. and alſo 
with 20001, a Year for his Widow, in lieu of Join» 
ture, ; | 


. Soon after theſe Articles were entered into, Earl 
Richard having diſcovered, that he had been greatly 
impoſed upon by the ſaid Charles Ameſley , who had no 
Manner of preſent Right, refuſed to carry the ſame 
into Execution ; whereupon freth Diſputes aroſe be- 


tween them, and each of them filed their Bill in the 
Court of Chancery, the Earl to ſet the faid Articles 


_ and Charles for a ſpecific Performance of the 
ame, ; | 


Pending thoſe Suits, the Earl, who had levyed 
Fines, and ſuffered Recoveries of all, or the greateſt 


Part of the faid Eſtates, being in November 1740 


ſeized with a dangerous Illneſs, and beiug deſirous 
to make Proviſion for his ſaid Wife, and Daughters 
by her; he in execution of the Powers veſted in him, 


by faid Articles, executed a Deed of Settlement, 


dated 14th Nopember 1740, between himſelf of the 
one Part, Simon Bradftreet, Eſq; afterwards Sir Simon 
Braqftreet, Baronet, and William Colthurft of the City 
of Dublin, Gent. of the other Part, as Truſtees, re- 


Citing the ſeveral” Fines and Recoveries of all the 


Eftate whereof he ſtood ſeized ; and declaring by the 
ſaid Deed, that all the faid Fines and Recoveries {0 


leyyed and ſuffered between him and the faid Parties, 


ſhould enure to the only proper Uſe of the ſaid Earl, 


his Heirs and Alligns for ever, but ſubject neverthe- 


leſs to, and charged with the Payment of 2000 l. a 


1. : 
Year for his ſaid Wife, in caſe ſhe ſhould furvive him 
to be paid on every 25th Day of December, and 24th 
of June, from his Deccaſe, during her Life; and alfo, 
charged with 19900 /. to his eldeſt Daughter, Lady 
Dorothea, at her Age of eighteen Years, or Day of 


Marriage, which ſhould firſt happen, with lawſul 


Intcreſt for the ſame till paid, for her Maintenance 


and Education; and with the further Sum of 80007. 


to his ſecond Daughter Lady Caroline, and jooo!. 
to Lady Elizabeth his youngeſt Daughter, alſo pay- - 
able at their reſpective Ages of eighteen, or Mar 
riage, with the like Intereſt for the ſame, till paid, 
for their Maintenance and Education; and in cafe 
any of his ſaid Daughters ſhould happen to die before 
the Age of. twenty-one Years, or Marriage, that her 
or their Share or Shares ſhould go to the Suryivor or 
Survivors of them. 


Immediately after the Execution of this Deed, the 
ſaid Earl Richard delivered it into the Cuſtody of Mr. 


Simpſon, his Brother-in-Law, for the Uſe of 
y 


Angleſey, his Wife, and his three Daughters, 
but would not ſuffer the ſame to be regiſtred, but 
kept a profound Secret, pending the above mention- 
ed Suits betwixt him and Charles Anneſliy: leſt the ſaid. 
Charles thould take Advantage thereof, as tending to 
corroborate the ſaid Articles, which he was then en- 
deavouring to ſet afide, 


Hitherto the ſaid Earl Richard had always lived in 


great Harmony with his ſaid Wife, and took great 
Care of the Education of his three Daughters by 


her ; but having ſoon after, in her Abſence, con- 
trated a Familiarity, and criminal Intercourſe with 
one Gillin alias Julian Donovan, the Daughter of one 
Richard Donvan, who ſold an unlicenſed Kind of 
Ale, called Shebeen, in a Cabin, in the Village of Ca- 
molin, where his Lordſhip's Men Servants uſually 
frequented, often at very untimely * and 
| | Ome- 
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ſometimes ſtayed out of the Family whole Nights, 
for the ſake of the ſaid Gillin's Company; he from 

thence forward began to treat his ſaid Counteſs and 

her Children, with great Indifference and Neglect; 
and was at length, by the contrivance of the ſaid 

Julian Donovan, and the wicked arts of one John 

lans, 2 Surgeon, her Confederate, prevailed upon 

not only ta treat them with great Cruelty, and total- 
ly to abandon her and his hapleſs Children to abſo- 
tate Want, but to break open her Eſcrutore and 
rob her of all her Writings, particularly-of the above 
mentioned Deed of PEroviſion for her and her ſaid 

Daughters, which had been delivered into her own 

Cuſtody ſome time before by the ſaid ohm Simpſon 

her Brother. But happily for her, and her unfor- 

tunate Children, the original Draft of the Deed, as 
ſettled by Sir Simon Breadſtreet, hath been ſince ac 
knowledged, and the due Execution of the ſaid Need 
proved by the Witneſſes, | 


This Jans, who was a Sort of Agent for and Depen- 
dant on his Lordſhip, was intruſted with moſt of his 
ſecret Tranſactions, and on that Account had great 
Influence over him ; but having ſome time before 
been detected by the ſaid Counteſs in defrauding his 
Lordthip of ſeveral conſiderable Sums of Money, he 
ſwore Revenge againſt her, and not only took this 
Method of ſatiating his Malice, but purſucd it ftiul 
further, by perſuading his Lordſhip that he might 
eaſily obtain a Divorce; and the ſaid Earl being over- 
perſuaded by Jans and his Accomplices, was fo weak 
as to attempt it; and for that Purpoſe he and Ians 
his Agent offered conſiderable Bribes to ſeveral Pco-, 
ple, to ſwear ſomething Criminal againſt her, as a 
Pretence for his Separation, and thus cruelly aban- 
doning her and his Children. But the People to 
whom they addreſſed themſelves, being too conſcien- 
tious to accept of ſuch infamous Propoſals, he at 
length, by the Contrivance of the ſaid 7okn Jans, and 
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one Jack Hatton an Attorney, found out an abandoned 


Wretch called Mary Egan, who was at that Time a 
+ Priſoner in Wexford Goal for Felony, and who upon 


2 Promiſe of being bailed and brought to England 
by his Lordſhip, and of being made his Lordthip's 
Houſc kceper, and thereby avoid being tryed for that 
Offence, and by Promiſes of other Rewards, was pre- 
vailed upon by the ſaid Hatton to ſwear ſuch an Affa- 
davit as he dictated to her. She was accordingly 
bailed out of Goal, and brought immediately over 


to England by his Lordſhip, and was for fome Time 


kept at his Houſe in Duke Street St. Fames's ;. but 
upon her being diſappointed of the other Promiſes 
made to her, the diſcloſed this whole Scene of Ini- 
quity to ſeveral Perfons, particularly to Mr. Fon 
Giffard, one of his Lordſhip's Attornies; and her 
Declarations relative thereto, being afterwards redu- 
ced into an Affidavit, was ſworn before a Mafter in 


Chancery, and tranſmitted to Ceſar Colclough, Eſquire, 


Knight of the Shirc for the County of Wexford, in 


order to be communicated, by him, to the other Gen- 


tlemen of that County, in Vindication of the unfor- 
tunate Lady's Character from the wicked Aſperſions 
caſt upon her by the faid Karl and his Accomplices. 


In the Year 1741, the faid Am Counteſs of 
Angleſey, being thus forlorn and totally deſtitute of 
any Subſiſtence, the by the Advice of Doctor Boulter, 
the then worthy and virtuous Lord Primate· of Ireland, 
with whoſe Family the was ingreat Intimacy, inftituted 
herSuit in the Conſiſtorial Court of the Dioceſe of Dub- 
lin, againſtthe ſaid Earl Richard, for Cruelty and Adul- 
tery with the ſaid Julian Donovan; and upon Con- 
feſſion of his Marriage with the ſaid Counteſs Anm, 
in his perſonal Sentence, ſhe obtained an Order againſt 


him for an interim Alimony of Four Pounds a Week 


until a full Anſwer thould be pronounced in the faid 
Suit; and further, that the ſaid Earl ſhould 2 her 
D e | \ ' Coſts. 
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| ( 16 ) | 
Coſts to that Time, and her future Coſts in the 
Cauſe. | 


The ſaid Earl having been ſerved with a Monition 
to obey the ſaid Order, and having declined to per- 


form the ſame, Sentence of Excommunication was pro- 


nounced againſt him, and having ftill continued in 
his Obſtinacy, he was, after all the due Forms had 
been uſed, declared an excommunicated Perſon, and 
fo remained till his Death ; and Application having 
been made to the then Lord Chancellor for a Writ, 
de excommunicato capiendo, to take the ſaid Earl into 
Cuftody, and the Chancellor having declined to 
grant it, on Account of his Privilege of Peerage, her 
Suit in that Reſpect proved ineffectual ; and her ſole 
Support, and that of her Children, from thence for- 
ward to her Death, which happened in Augyft 1765- 
was a Penſion of 200 l. a Year upon the Iriſh Eſta- 
bliſhment, which his late moſt excellent Majeſty 
was graciouſly pleaſed to grant her, on the Repre- 
ſentation of the Earl of Chefterficld, then Lord 
Lieutenant of that Kingdom, of the Cruelty and 


Hardſhip of her Caſe. 
The faid Earl Richard and his Accomplices 


finding themſelves defeated in their — Scheme of ob- 


taining a Divorce, thought proper to try ſome other 
Method. He therefore, in the Courſe of the above- 


mentioned Proceedings in the conſiſtorial Court, 


(having firſt in vain applied to his late Majeſty for a 
noli proſequi on account of Bigamy) ſet up another 
Marriage, prior to that of his Counteſs, with one 
Am Phryjt of the County of Devon in England, who 
died ſome ſhort Time before, as appears by one of 
his Anſwers to the Libel of the ſaid Counteſs of 
Angleſey, which was the firſt Notice ſhe ever had of 

any ſuch Marriage; but, on the contrary, if the ſaid 
pretended Marriage had any- real foundation, the 
fame was all along concealed from her with the 


greateſt 
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greateſt Care and Secreſy till that Time. And it is 
particularly to be obſerved with relation to that pre- 


tended Marriage, that ſome ſhort Time after the ſaid 
Richard became Earl of Angleſey, the above named 

Ann Phruft, who had never in the leaſt claimed him 
as her Huſband, or given the leaſt Notice to Lady 
Angleſey of her prior Marriage, if any ſuch was really 


ſolemnized, wrote hima Letter from Biddefordin Devon- 


ſhire to Ireland, toclaiman Alimony ; and that his Lords 
ſhip was ſo alarmedat this Letter, and ſo induſtrious to 
conceal it from his Counteſs, who by this Time had 
been introduced at the Lord Lieutenant's Court, and 
complimented by all the Nobility of the Kingdom as 
Counteſs of Angleſey, that he immediately. wrote to 
one William Henderſon his Engliſh Agent, a moſt preſ- 


ſing Letter, requeſting him to go immediately to 
- Biddeford, and ſilence that Woman let it coſt what 


it would, leſt her Pretenfions ſhould make a Noiſe 
and come to Lady Angleſey's Ears. 2104 


Henderſon thereupon immediately proceeded to 
Biddeford, and entered into an Agreement with the 
faid Ann Phruft, in Confideration of 35001. to exe- 
cute an Inftrument, whereby the diſclaimed the faid 
Earl as a Hutband, and covenanted thereby never 
afterwards to moleſt him on that account; which In- 
ſtrument was afterwards delivered to his Lordfhip, 


and, if not deſtroyed, muſt now be in the Hands and 


Poſſeſſion of the faid Julian Donovan. By theſe ini- 
quitous Means the ſaid Ann Counteſs of Angleſey was 
kept totally in the Dark, and under an invincible 
Ignorance of the ſaid pretended Marriage, and of 
the Fraud and Impoſition put upon her for a great 
while after the Execution of the ſaid Inftrument, and 
until after ſhe had exhibited her above-mentioned 
Libel in the Year 1741, in the Conſiſtorial Court of 
the Dioceſe of Dublin, upwards of fourteen Years after 
her Intermarriage with the faid Earl, and after ſhe 
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had bore him feven Children, of which the above- 
mentioued three Daughters are ſtill aliye. 


It is alſo to be obſerved, that his Lordſhip in his 
Defence on the above-mentioned Suit in the Conſiſ- 
torial Court, having ſet up his ſaid prior Mar- 
riage with the ſaid Am Phruft, in order to give the 
better Colour to that Allegation, produced a Copy 
of a Writing unwitneſſed, which C pretended was 
given him by Ann Simpſon his Counteſs before her 
Inter-marriage with him, purporting, as he alledged, 


her Knowledge of his having another Wife in Eng- 


land, and promifing never to moleſt him on that ac- 
count; but being required to produce the Original, 
which he could not comply with 

was ever executed, his Plea, in that reſpect, was re- 
jected with Coſts. He however fome Time after- 
wards produced another Writing of the fame Pur- 
port, which he pretended to be the Original, and of 
the Hand-writing of his ſaid Counteſs Am, figned 
by one Witneſs, who as alledged was dead ſome 
Time before, which in like Manner was alſo diſ- 
miſſed with Coſts, as not being of the Hand - writing of 
the ſaid Ann Simpſon his Wife, altho' alledged ſo to 
be, and fo a third Time ſtill with Coſts. 


In the ſame Year 1741, the ſaid Earl, after he 
had totally deſerted his Wife, took the ſaid Gillin 
Donovan, with whom he had ſecretly kept up a cri- 
minal Intercourſe from the latter End of the Year 
1740, into his Houſe, in the Character of a menial 
Servant, 'in which Condition ſhe continued for ſeven 
Years; during which Time ſhe had ſeveral Children 
by him, and, among others, a Son called Arthur, 


who was born in Fuly 1744, and who now pretends 


tc be intitled to the Honou: s of Earl of Angleſey; by 
which Means, and the Arts of herConfederates, ſhe 
ſome Time after gained ſo great an Aſcendancy and 


Influence over him, as to have the chief, Manage- 


ment 
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ment of his Affairs left to. her, whereby ſhe accumu 


lated large Sums of Money to herſelf; but ſhe never 
was able to prevail on him to ſuffer her to aſſume the 
Title of his Wife until the Year 1752, long after the 
Birth of the ſaid Arthur and her other Children, 
when, thro' old Age, and a vicious Courſe of Life, 
his Intellects being greatly impaired, he became to- 
tally loſt to all Senſe of Honour and Shame, and 
married the ſaid Gillin Donovan, tho' the ſaid Am 
Simpſon, his Counteſs, was then, and for ſeveral 
Years after, alive, and the ſaid Suit in the Conſiſto- 
rial Court till ſubſiſting: To which may be added, 
the ſtrong Deſire he always expreſſed of having 4 
male Heir, which co-operated powerfully with the 
Artifices of the ſaid Julian Donovan, and her Confe- 
derates, not only to induce him to take this abſurd 
Step, but alſo to acquieſce in their trumping up a 
Certificate of a Marriage, alledged to have been ſo- 
lemnized in 1741, which, from all Circumſtances; 
muſt be a mere Forgery and Impoſition. | 


This Marriage of Sept. 1752, if it can be called one, 
was performed at Camolin-Park, by one Laurence Neal, 
a profligate, ſuſpended Clergyman, brought from a 
diſtant Country, without either Licence or Publica- 
tion of Banns ; the ſaid Earl, and the ſaid Donovan be- 
ing confcious that no Biſhop or Surrogate in the 
Kingdom would grant a Licence for that Purpoſe, 
nor any Clergyman of Character or Reputation in 
the Country where they lived, perform the Cere- 
mony. And tho' the ſaid Julian Donovan, in order 


to ſecure her Jointure, and to legitimate her ſaid 


Children, now pretends, that ſhe was married to the 


faid Earl by the ſaid Laurence Neal, in September 1741; 


yet it is notorious to the whole County of Herd, 


and more mize ary 4 to the Neighbourhood of thi 


ſeveral Places where his Lordſhip reſided, to the Ser- 
vants who then lived in his Family, and to all Peo- 


ple of any Credit, who were in the mot? intimate 
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Connections with him, ſogze;of whom be conſulted. 
in all his Affairs, that no ſuch Marriage was ever 
heard of in 1741, but on the cantrary declare, that 
the ſaid Julian Donovan was always deemed and re- 
puted in the Family and the Country round it, to be 
no other than a kept Miſtreſs at beſt, and her ſaid 
Children Baſtards, and that they were treated as ſuch, 
and declared to be illegitimate by the ſaid Earl him- 
ſelf, to ſeveral Perſons of Credit, till ſome ſhort 
Time before the Year 1752, that he conceived a 
Scheme of leaving a male Heir to inherit his Ho- 
nours and Eftate, and for that Purpoſe, conſiſtent 
with himſelf, endeavoured, by preparatory Specches, 
various Arts and Contrivances, to collect a Number 
of ſeemingly concurring Circumſtances, in order to 
make his ſpurious Iſſue by Donovan pals for legitimate 
Children, contrary to his former Declarations ; be- 
ſides, ſeveral of the Servants, who were then in the 
Earl's Family, and out of the Reach of the Influence 
of Mrs. Donovan, and other Pe6ple of Credit, de- 
clare, that Laurence Neal, the Parſon, was not at 
- Camolin in September, 1741. | 


As a further coxroborating Proof, that this Mar- 
Triage of September 1741, is a mere Fiction, lately 
ſet up by Mrs. Donovan, on purpoſe to legitimate 
her Children, and ſecure to herſelf a Jointure, it is 
to be obſerved, that ſhe at different Times, ſince 
their Birth, lent ſeveral Sums of Money to divers 
Perſons, and took Securities for the ſame, in her own 
Name of Fulian Donovan, and more particularly, 
that ſhe lent to Francis Amneſty, of Ballyſax, in the 
County of Kildare Eſq; a conſiderable Sum of Money, 
and took a Bond and Warrant of Attorney to. confeſs 
Judgment for the fame, in her own proper Name of 
Julian Donovan, which judgment was accordingly 
entered in his Majeſty's Court of Exchequer in Ire- 
land, againſt the ſaid Francis Anneſley ; and the ſaid 
Debt, with the Intereſt and Coſt, being afterwards, 
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in the Year 17,1 paid by the faid Francis. 
Ameſiey, ſhe not only ſigned a Receipt, but executed 
a Warrant of Attorney, to acknowledge Satisfaction 
on the Record of the ſaid Judgment, in her own 
proper Name of Julian Donovan; and Satisfaction 


was accordingly entered thereon in Trinity Term 


1731, which alſo remains of Record in that 
Court. n 


The ſaid Julian Donovan, towards the Decline of 
the ſaid Earl's Life, by her Arts gained an entire Aſ- 
cendancy over him, inſomuch, that all the later 
Tranſactions of his Life were governed by her and 


her Confederates, who now alledge, that the ſaid 


Earl, notwithſtanding the Sentence of Excommuni- 
cation in Force againſt him, did on the 7th of April 
1739, execute his laſt Will and Teſtament, * by 
which, (amongſt other Things), he bequeathed to 
her the ſaid Donovan, by the Title of his dear and 
well beloved Wife, . 5 Counteſs of Angleſey, a 
Rent Charge of 1000/7. yearly, payable out of his 
Eftate in Great Britain and old and all the per- 
ſonal Eſtate he ſhould die poſſeſſed of, which was to 
be in full of all Thirds. And to his lawful Wife by 
the Name of Am Simpſon, with whom he received 
a very conſiderable Fortune, he bequeaths a Legacy 
of 104. only, expreſſed to be in full Satisfaction of all 
Claims which ſhe could pretend to, and to his eldeſt 
Daughter, Lady Dorothea, by the Title of his natu- 
ral Daughter Dorothea, 5 8. in full of all Claims, c. 
which laſt mentioned Legacies, ſeem to have been 
artfully inſerted in the faid pretended Will, by the 
Means and Contrivance of the faid Fulian Donovan 
and her Accomplices, to inſult the ſaid Am, Coun- 
teſs of Angleſey and her Children; and, in order to 
be afterwards pleaded in Bar to their juſt Claims 
| under 


* As he-was under Sentence cf Excommunication, he was 


75 one by Law to make a Will, cr bequeath a perfonal 
tate, 25 : | 
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under the ſaid Deed of the November 1 740, 


which they are now ſuing for in the Court of Chan- 
cery of Ireland, and where Execution of the ſaid Deed 
has been proved and acknowledged. 


The 14th of February 1761, the ſaid Earl died 
under the above-mentioned Sentence of Excommu- 
nication ; and the ſaid Julian Donovan ſoon after his 


Death, poſſeſſed herſelf of all his perſonal Eftate, 


under Colour of the ſaid pretended Will, amounting 
to upwards of 20,000 J. and immediately thereupon 

Am, Counteſs of Angleſey his Wife, entered Caveats 
in the Prerogative Courts of England and Ireland, to 
oppoſe the Probate of the ſaid pretended Will, and Ad- 
miniftration to be granted thereon to the ſaid Julian 
Donovan: In conſequence whereof a Suit was com- 
menced in both the ſaid Courts by the ſaid Julian 
Donovan, and by the ſaid Ann, Counteſs of Angleſey, 
concerning the Validity of their reſpective marriages ; 


both which Cauſes are ſtill depending in the ſaid 
Prerogative Courts. But, alas! the Conteſt hitherto . 


hath been very unequal, not im Point of Juſtice on 
the Part of the ſaid Countefs Am, but in Point of 
Ability to proceed; one of the Parties, namely, the 
faid Julian, wallowing in Riches, acquired in the 
above-mentioned infamous Manner, which enabled 


her to retain a moſt extrabrdinary Number of the 


greateſt Counſel at the Bar, and the other oppreſſed 
with Poverty and Diſtreſs, unable to retain any, or 
even to undergo the neceflary Expences of vindicat- 


ing her juſt Rights, or defending herſelf againſt the 


Attacks of ſuch an opulent Adverſary. Nor are her 
unfortunate Children, who now have the ſame 
Cauſes to ſupport, in Defence of their own Legiti- 
macy, in a better, but a far more deplorable Situa- 
tion fince her Death; and to crown their Misfortunes, 
the Suit between their deceaſed Mother and the ſaid 
Julian Donovan, concerning their reſpectative Mar- 


riages; has unhappily fallen under the Cognizance, 
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of a perſon, who is at the fame Time of ſtanding 
Counſel for thejr Opponents in all Cauſes, and Judge 
of the faid Prerogative Court in Ireland where that 
Suit is depending ; and who in the Courſe of the Pro- 
ceedings has all along diſcovered ſuch manifeſt Partia- 
lity in favour of Mrs. Donovan, his Client as at 
length became ſo glaring, as to oblige their Mother 
to appeal to England, to his Majeſty in his Court of 
Chancery for a Commiſſion of Delegates; which 
Appeal is ſtill depending. Nor was his Partiality, in 
hisCapacity of Attorney-General, leſs conſpicuous in 
favour of his other Client Arthur Anneſley, the ſaid 
Mrs. Donvan's Son, in the Diſpute between him and 
Fohn Anneſley Eſquire, concerning the Iri/k Honours 
of Viſcount Yalentia and Baron Mountnorris, to whom 
their reſpective Petitions were referred. . 


The ſaid Jahn Anneſiey claimed theſe Honours as 
deſcended to him by Right of Inheritance, on the 
Death of Richard late Earl of Angleſey, without any 
legitimate Iſſue Male; and he, in Support of his 
Petition for that Purpoſe, produced a great Variety 
of Eyidence, to prove, from the general Voice of 
the Country, where the ſaid Earl reſided, - from the 
Teſtimony of Servants who lived in his Family— 
from his Lordſhip's own Declarations to ſeveral People 
of Credit, his Relations and intimate Friends —from 
the Circumſtance of his being married long before 
to the ſaid Am Simpſon, his Counteſs, who was then 
alive, and from other Evidence, ſome of which are 
Matters of Record, that the pretended Marriage of 
the ſaid Earl with the ſaid Julian Donovan, in Septem- 
ber 1741, upon which the Legitimacy of her faid 
Son Arthur, the other Claimant, is ſolely founded, 
(in caſe the Marriage of the ſaid Counteſs Am 
ſhould not be eftablithed) was a mere Fiction, and 
conſequently, that all the ſaid Donavan's Children 
were {purious, as they were all born before her Mar- 
.Friage in the Year 1782. 


The 
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The faid Attorney General, notwithſtanding the 
variety of the abdve mentioned Evidence, and the 
great Importance of the Conteſt betwixt the Parties 


in this Caſe, as tending in its Conſequences to diveſt 


one of them of a Right of Inheritance to a Peerage, 
and the three unfortunate Daughters of the ſaid Earl 
by his ſaid Counteſs Ann — * of their Legitimacy; 
and notwithſtanding the ſtill 

of the Caſe, wherein the Honour of the Iri/hPeerage was 
deeply concerned, has nevertheleſs taken upon him to 
conclude his Report and Opinion thereupon abſolute- 


ly, in favour of one of the contending Parties his 


Client; without taking any ſpecial Notice, as he 
ought to have done, of the Conteſt then and now 
fill ſubſiſting in his own Court, concerning the Ma- 
trimonial Rights of the faid Am Counteſs of Angle- 
fey and the ſaid Julian Donovan; which is of ſuch a 
Nature, that without a previous and final determi- 
nation thereof, the Right to that Peerage could not 
be legally determined. ON 


And it is alſo to be obſerved that this Report, 
which concludes fo abiolutely in favour of one of 
the Partics, is contrary to the Policy of our Laws, 
and to the general Practice in like Cafes, founded 
upon the moſt vague, uncertain, and moſt danger- 
ous Kind of written Evidence, namely, upon Affida- 
vits of mean obſcure Perſons, taken in different cor- 


ners of the Country, by one or other of the Party's . 
. intereſted, or their Agents, without the Preſence of 


any Perſon in behalf of the adverſe Party to controul 
them ; ſuch ſort of Evidence in its own Nature is every 
way inſufficient and inconcluſive, and is never relied 
upon even in the Determination of the meaneſt and moſt 
infignificant Cauſe, and far leſs in a Caſe of this high 
Nature, on the Determination whereof, the moſt 
eſſential Rights of ſo many Perſons depended. And 
it is alſo to be obſerved, that ſeveràl of the Affida- 


vits upon which Mr. Attorney in his Report lays 


the 
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the greateſt Streſs, are ſuſpicious and liable to ſtrong 
Exceptions ; m— the Afﬀidavit of the ſaid Julian 
Donovan, who is a Party every way deeply intereſted ; 
that of Jom Jans the Surgeon, whoſe malevolence to the 
Counteſs Ann was publicly known, and whoſe Charac- 
ter and Veracity was otherwiſe liable to many objec- 


tions. And the ſame may be ſaid of the other Witneſ- 


ſes, who have given any material Evidence in ſupport 
of the Marriage of Julian Donovan in September 1741. 


It is in like manner to be obſerved, that the Evi- 
dence given by Ruth Coxon in favour of Mr. Jahn 
Anneſley, was ſo very material to diſprove the pretend- 
ed Marriage of the faid Fulian Donovan 1n Septem- 
ber 1741, that they had no other way of avoiding 
the force of it, but by procuring a ſet of low lived 
illiterate Papiſts, moſt of whom are Perſons of bad 
Character themſelves, to make Affidivits tending to 
impeach - hers; although what theſe People have 
ſworn againſt her, is clearly repugnant to the offices 
ſhe had been employed in about the ſaid Earl's Fami- 
ly, and to the ITruff repoſed in her by him as well 
as by his:Counteſs Am Simpſon, in committing the 
Education of their Children to her Care in their 
early Infancy ; and afterwards by the ſaid Earl's 
ſending for her to Bray in the Year 1741, after he 
had abandoned his Counteſs and taken the ſaid 
Julian Donovan into keeping as a Concubine, to be 
in his Family, to inſtruct the faid Julian how to 
dreſs and behave herſelf. Moreover, her Character 
would have been ſupported by ſeveral Perſons of 
Worth and Veracity, particularly by the Evidence 
of the Clergyman of the Pariſh of Bray where ſhe 
refided, who not only voluntarily granted her a 
Certificate of her Sobriety and good Behaviour, in 
contradiction to the Affidavits ſworn againſt her by 
thoſe wretches, but would have given Evidence of 
the ſame, had not the ſaid Fohn Anneſſey by an inex- 

tel it, as well 
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as many other material Things, which would have 


verlary. 


This neglect of his proceeded partly from his too 
reat Confidence, that the Evidence, which he had 


Jaid before the Attorney General, was ſufficient, to 


render the Queſtion concerning the Illegitimacy of his 


Adverſary, and the nullity of the pretended Marriage 


of his Mother in the Year 1741, Certain, or at lea(t 
doubtful; and it was more than ſufficient to autho- 
rize the Artorney Gencral to report it as ſuch; and to 
advile, as is always, done in all conteſted Caſes of that 
Nature and Importance, its being referred to the 


Houle of Lords of /reland, or ſome other Tribunal 


veſted with competent Juriſdiction, to enquire tho- 
roughly into the Matter, where both Parties would 
have an Opportunity of ſupporting: their Cale by 
the fulleſt Evidence; and he was the more con- 
firmed in this his Opinion, as it was well known an 
Attorney General has no competent Juriſdiction to en- 


able him to report finally on ſuch a Caſe. For that 


Officer of the Crown is veſted with no judicial Power, 
and could not, by any compulſive Proceſs, compel 
Witneſſes to appear before him, to be examined and 
croſs- examined, viva voce, upon Oath ; nor could he 
even tender them an Oath, his Office being only mi- 
niſterial and not judicial. Thereſore this unnappy 
Man, John Anneſiey, relying on this eſtabliſhed and in— 


variable Doctrine, and never ſuſpecting that the At- 


torney General would take upon himſelf to report 
finally in Favour of either Party, in a Caſe of ſuch Im- 
portance, and at the ſame Time ſo doubtful in itſelf, on 
Account of the great contrariety of Evidence laid be- 


fore him, and not in the laſt doubting but that his 


Report would have been ſuch, as to lay a Foundation 


for a Reference from his Majeſty to the Houſe of 


Lords, where he would have a fair Opportunity of 
ſupporting his Cale, and of eſtabliſhing the Character 
of. his own, as well as of making juſt Objections to the 

Cha- 


ſtrengthened his Caſey and invalidated that of his Ad- 
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Characters of his Adverſary's Witneſſes, He there- 
fore omitted to take the proper Steps, to enforce its 
being referred to that honourable Houſe, in which the 
Honour of the Peerage was deeply intereſted, to make 
thorough Enquiry into the Matter in Queſtion. 


0 
oh But be that as it may, it is very amazing that 
* Gentleman, in ſumming up the Evidence on each Side 
* of the Queſtion, ſhould ſo far forget himſelf as flightly 
F to paſs over the firſt and moſt material Conſideration 
A to be taken Notice of in it, and upon which in a Man- 
5 ner the Determination of that Peerage wholly de- 
* pended; namely, the prior Marriage of the ſaid Coun- 
* teſs Ann Simpſon with the ſaid Earl Richard, by barely 
1 making a curſory mention of it, and without any Evi- 
* dence or Foundation, expreſſing a Doubt whether they 
4 were at all married; and this notwithſtanding that the 
ſaid Counteſs had long before proved her Marriage in 
1 his own Court, as Judge of the Prerogative, and that 
1 ſo many public Inſtances and Proofs of their Marriage 
oy were known to him ; ſuch as the Earl's own: Ac- 
4 knowledgments of his Marriage: with her, their co- 
"2 habiting publickly as Man and Wife for a Courſe of 
el tourteen Years; joining with her as his Wife in 
4 Anſwers in Chancery, and in levying Fines, which 
are Matters of Record; his ſettling a Jointure on 
5 her as his Wife, her being publickly acknowledged as 
y Counteſs of Angleſey, and her Daughters as his legiti- 
. mate Children, as well by the Duke of Devonſbire, 
r the then Lord Lieutenant, and his Ducheſs, as by all 
e the Nobility of both Sexes in the Kingdom, all which 
- muſt have been known to that Gentleman as matters 
3 of public notoriety, 

; . It is alſo very extraordinary, that he ſhould by his 
9 ſaid Report, put the Credit of the Record relative to 
= Mrs. Donovan's taking Securities from Francis Anneſ- 
as | ley, andexecuting a Power of Attorney to acknow- 
| iroge Satisfaction to that Gentleman in her own Name, 
* in Competition with the Affidavits of the ſaid Julian 
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eee nod of Jans the Popiſn Surgeon; whoſe 


Character he was not unacquainted with, and giving 
thoſe Affidavits the Preference to theſe Records But it 


js ſtill the more extraordinary in a Perſon of his Know- 


ledge of Law, as it is a received Maxim, that no 


Perſon can be admitted to aver againſt a Record of 


their own Act and Deed, and much leſs a Perſon who 
had it in her own Power to refuſe executing thoſe 
Deeds; for if ſhe was really married in September 1741, 
as pretended, ſhe in that Cafe had nothing to fear from 
her Refuſal to execute them. But how are her pre- 
tended Scruples in this Point and the affected Difficulties 
ſhe pretended to make to execute a Receipt in her own 


Name to the ſaid Francis Annefley, conſiſtent with 


many Letters voluntarily wrote by her in her proper 
Name of Fulian Donovan, for ſeyeral Years after Sep- 
tember 1741. 


Upon the whole, this Report is liable to ſo many 
Objections, on account of its laying the greateſt Streſs 


upon every minute Circumſtance that could in the leaſt 


favour his Client 4;thur, and either ſlightly paſſing 
over or not mentioning many Circumſtances that were 
favourable to the ſaid John Anngſtey, that it would be 
taking up too much of the Reader's Time to enume- 
rate them. The Public in general in Jreland, as this 
Affair was circumſtanced, art amazed, and at a loſs to 


find by what Means the ſaid Artbur could procure a 


Writ for his Admittance into. the. Houſe of Lords, 
upon the bare Report of the Attorney General only. 
For it was the Opinion of ſome eminent Lawyers of 
both Kingdoms, at the Time this Affair was depend- 
ing before the Attorney General, that he could make 
no final Report to preclude either of the Parties. 
And it is the general Opinion ſince the Report hath 
been made, that inſtead of concluding it ſo abſolutely 


as he has done in Favour of one of the contendi 


Parties, he ought, as is always done in the like Caſes, where 


à contrariety of Evidence appears, to have concluded 
his Report, that the Matter referred to him * ſaid 
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Petitions was of ſo high and important a Nature, the 
Contrariety of Evidence laid before him ſo great, and 


the Matter in Queſtion fo complicated with the Con- 


teſt, concerning the reſpective Marriages of the Coun- 
teſs Ann Simpſon and Julian Donovan with the ſaid 


Earl Richard, and his Powers as Attorney General fo 


circumſcribed, that he could not take upon him to 
make a final Report. That he therefore apprehended, 
that a Matter of ſuch Importance as a Right of Inhe- 
ritance to a Peerage, claimed by each of the contend- 
ing Parties, could not be legally determined in a ſum- 
mary Way upon ſuch inconcluſive Evidence as he had 

before him; nor otherwiſe than by a full and open 
Trial, either in the Houſe of Peers of Ireland, or ſome 
other Tribunal veſted with competent Juriſdiftion, to 
try and determine the Matter in a judicial Way : That 
by ſuch a Trial all Parties would have an Opportu- 
nity of a candid Hearing, of examining and croſs- 


examining Witneſſes, viva Voce, upon Oath, and of the 


Aſſiſtance of many able and impartial Judges; and 
then to have concluded with his Opinion, that his 
Majeſty might be adviſed to refer the Matter of the 
Petitions to the Houſe of Lords, 


If ſuch a Reference had been recommended to his 
Majeſty, there can be no Doubt but he would have been 
graciouſly pleaſed to have ordered it, more particularly 
as no Man can, by the Laws or Conſtitution of theſe 
Kingdoms, be ouſted of his Right, and more eſpe- 
cially of a Right of Inheritance to a Peerage ſuch as 
this was, without a legal Trial. And ſuch a Trial in 
this Caſe was the more neceſſary, as many Gentlemen 
of Honour and Probity, who thought it improper for 
them, on Account of their living in the Neighbour- 
hood of the ſaid Aribur and his Mother Mrs. Donovan, 
voluntarily to appear in Favour of the ſaid John Anne/- 
ley, but would nevertheleſs, if legally called upon, either 
by Summons or Subpcena, have given very material 
Evidence for him. By all which it plainly appears, 
that the ſaid Fohy Aunęſtey has been deprived of the 

| Teſtimony 


: Counteſs ; ſhe alſo knew that a Suit was depending in 
Cruelty, and Adultery with herſelf, as well as to eſta- 
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Teſtimony of many valuable Witneſſes in ſupport of 
his Claim, by this unprecedented Method of proceed- 


ing. Beſides, Mr. Attorney General ought, in his 

ſaid Report, to have taken very particular Notice of 
the Conteſt till ſubſiſting in his own: Court, as Judge 
of the Prerogative between the ſaid Counteſs Ann Simp- 
ſon and Julian Donovan, concerning the Validity of 
their reſpective Marriages, which was ſo intimately 


connected with the Conteſt about theſe Honours, that 


there can be no final Determination of the one without 
that of the other. For whether Mrs. Donovan's Mar- 


riage of September 1741, was real or not, her Son 
cannot be intitled to theſe Honours, if the Marriage of 
the Counteſs Ann Simpſon ſhould be eſtabliſhed, which 
many able Council are of Opinion it muſt z as her Caſe 


is, in every Reſpect, exactly ſimilar to that of Mrs, 
Campbell in the Suit with Mrs. Kennedy, which was de- 
termined a few Years ago, upon an Appeal in the 


Houſe of Lords of Great Britain in\_Favour of Mrs, 
Campbell, and with great Juſtice, For if a Woman, 


under a prior Contract of Marriage, knows that her 
Huſband has impoſed upon and married another, as in 


the preſent Caſe, and if ſne dots not claim him as her 
Huſband, or acquaint the abuſed Perſon of it, but, on 


the contrary, contributes to the Fraud by a voluntary 


and concerted Concealment, and thereby not only ſuf- 


fers the other by ſuch Concealment to be ſtripped of 
her Fortune and Character, but her innocent Offspring 
to be branded with the Imputation of Illegitimacy, 


what Woman in ſuch a Caſe can poſſibly be ſafe? But 


atany rate, Mrs. Donovan was highly to blame, for ſhe 


acted a baſe and unjuſt Part with her Eyes open. She 


knew that the Counteſs Ann Simpſon was married to 
the ſaid Earl Richard many Years ; that he received 


a.large Fortune in Marriage with her ; that he had 


- many Children by her; and that ſhe was publickly 


acknowledged by him and the whole Kingdom as his 


the Conſiſtorial Court of the Dioceſe of Dublin, for 
bliſh 


CG EY 
plich the ſaid Counteſs Ann's Marriage with the ſaid 
Earl, notwithſtanding which, ſhe in the Year 1952 
married him : whereas ſhe ought at leaſt to have waited 
the Event of that Suit, and to know whether ſhe 
could legally do it or not. From all which it is evi- 
dent, that the unhappy Counteſs Ann Simpſon, and 
ſince her Death her unfortunate Children, who now 
have the Burthen of ſupporting their own Legitimacy, 
are manifeſtly injured by this very extraordinary Re- 
port; as Mr. Attorney has thereby taken upon him 
to pre-judge their Cauſe, by taking the Validity of 
the pretended Marriage of the ſaid” Julian Donovan 
therein for granted, which was the very Thing in 

ueſtion in the ſaid Prerogative Court, of which he 
himſelf is Judge, and that, pending an Appeal from 
him to a Court of Delegates in England, and before 
the Merits of the Caſe was heard in cither Court. The 
fatal Conſequence whereof is, that they are already 
precluded in the Kingdom of Jreland from maintain- 
ing their Legitimacy, and making a proper Defence, 
or even calling in Queſtion the Marriage of the faid 
Julian Donovan with their Father in. that Kingdom; 
as ſuch a Proceeding might be conftrued into a breach 
of Privilege, after the Admiſſion of the ſaid Juliau's 
Son into the Tri Houſe of Peers. [ARTS 

Many other Obſervations equally material might be 
made on this very extraordinary Report, which are 
reſerved for a future Opportunity, in caſe that Gentle- 
man ſhould venture to ſupport his Report or Conduct 
in the management of it. One Thing, bowever, can- 
not but be taken Notice of, to ſhew how far Prejudice 
and Prepoſſeſſion may get the better of the beſt Under- 
ſtandings, and of that Impartiality to be expected in a 
Judge; and that is, that from the Beginning oß this 
Contett, and during the whole Courſe of the Proceed- 
ings. before that Gentleman, he conſtantly compli- 
mented his Client Arthur, the Son of Mrs. Donovan, 
with the Appellation of Earl of Angleſey; and his An- 
tagoniſt, though the firſt who petitioned, with that of 
Mr. Anneſley only. In 
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27 Auguſt 1765, the ſaid Ann Counteſs of Angleſey, 


after ſtruggling in the above-mentioned Suits againſt 
many Acts of Cruelty, Injuſtice, and Oppteſſion on 


the Part of the ſaid Earl her Huſband, and of the ſaid 


Donovan and her Accomplices, died of a broken 
Heart, leaving her three Daughters by the ſaid Earl 
without any Proviſion or Support, other than their 
Right co the Arrears of her Jointure, and the Portions 
allotted for them by the ſaid Earl their Father, by the 
ſaid Deed of the 14th of November 1740, which is 
moſt unjuſtly witheld from them by the ſaid Donovan 
and her ſaid Son, and which they are now contending 
for in the Court of Chancery in Feland as before men- 
tioned. The Caſe of Lady Dorothea the eldeſt in par- 
ticular, whoſe ſole Dependence, and that of her fix 
{mall Children, was on the Support ſhe received from 
her*Mother out. of her Penſion, is moſt deplorable, 
as they are by her Death left deſtitute of every Kind 
of Subſiſtence, and of the Means of proſecuting her 
Juſt Right, or even of defending her Legitimacy, by 
eſtabliſhing the Marriage of her Mother, which is now 
depending in the Prerogative Courts of both Kingdoms, 
unleſs the kind Hand of Providence ſhould move the 
Hearts of ſome compaſſionate Perſons to enable het to 


vindicate and ſupport the ſame. 


P. S. My great Inability to obtain the neceſſary Afſiſt- 
ance, in the compiling thoſe Truths I have conveyed 
in the feregoing Caſe, which demanded a better 
Head and e Underſtanding than mine, to put it 
in an advantægecus Dreſs, will. T flatter myſelf, 
meet with that fndulgence and. Allowances, my Sex 
and Diſtreſſes may intitle me to, from the com- 
palſionate, generous and humane. 


rt, 
3 pe. JW 


pu : - 
WI 
4 5 


Do ROTHEA DU Bols. 


8. 


